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Synopsis

With the sustained, coherent perspective of an authored text and the diverse, authoritative views
typical of an anthology,Philosophy of Art: Aesthetic Theory and Practice by David Boersema
provides the context and commentary students need to comprehend the various issues in
philosophy of art. Throughout the book, issues are examined using the lenses of the three broad
areas of philosophy: metaphysics, epistemology, and value theory. That is, concerns are raised
about what is expressed, how it is expressed, and why it is expressed. Chapters on the artist, the
audience, and the artwork further break down the discipline and are applied to the final chapters on
the specific types of art. The differences between art and science as well as the relationship of art

and society provide a refreshing discussion of overlooked areas in philosophy of art.
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Customer Reviews

"Philosophy of Art is an accessible and well-organized text. The integration of primary source
materials into the writing allows students to engage with challenging thinking without sacrificing the
clarifying narrative. | find the hybrid format very appealing."A¢a -4 *Kelly A. Parker, Grand Valley
State UniversityA A "Combining the virtues of an anthology and a monograph, Boersema&#39;s
book skillfully weaves together a collection of important essays in contemporary philosophy of art
with astute and thought-provoking commentary. Boersema offers a comprehensive examination of a
broad range of issues that is truly accessible to non-specialists.A A Philosophy of Art: Aesthetic
Theory and Practice will be an invaluable tool for readers new to the philosophy of

art."A¢a -4 «Christopher Bartel, Appalachian State University"Boersema provides teachers of



aesthetics with a thoughtful blend of [primary readings and secondary texts]. The readings for each
chapter are well chosen and the author writes in very readable prose. Everything fits together nicely,
and the student receives a careful walk-through of each essay before it appears. Highly

Recommended."A¢a -4 *Choice

David Boersema is the Douglas C. Strain Professor of Natural Philosophy and Distinguished
University Professor at Pacific University in Oregon. He is the author of Philosophy of Human
Rights: Theory and Practice (Westview Press), Pragmatism and Reference,and Philosophy of

Science, and coeditor of Spiritual and Political Dimensions on Nonviolence and Peace.

| have been searching for a good (readable) text for my Philosophy of Art class that would be a
hybrid of primary text and commentary. This is certainly one that fits the bill. It is also a great read
for those interested in Philosophy and Art. | recommended the book to a fellow faculty member and

he will be adopting it for his course at another college.

| have taught from several Philosophy of Art books in the past, and this one accomplishes just what
| need. The selected primary sources are well chosen to be just challenging enough for upper level
undergraduates, and the commentary and guidance by Boersema is clear and accessible. Basically,
the text allows the professor to approach the topic in a variety of ways and adjust to different
audiences. Students in my class range from upperclass philosophy majors to upperclass art majors
(two groups which often don’t know how to talk to each other) - this book has done a great job in
bridging their conversations. Lastly, | appreciate that it speaks to the relationship between outright

philosophy of art and what it means to write art criticism.
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